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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: No. 4- Summer 
Special Note 


There seem to be no Non-Catholic Books scheduled for the period immediately ahead, 
with the exception of the book reported immediately below- and already reported in 
the general non-fiction section, p. 341. Since it is important for your Religious 
Book section as well, we are repeating the report here. Other non-Catholic books, as 
they come along, will be grouped in units. of eight or ten, and will follow the Non- 
Fiction sections, until September when the next Religious Book Supplement appears. 


July 22 <¢/ 
| Harper 


THE CHOICE OF LOVE $3.00 


* It is hard to find words to describe and do justice to a book like this. 
Many books have been written about love, sacred and profane, many of them superficial 
and trite. There have been studies both learned and obscure, clinical and cold, and 
some which can only convince the reader that love is blind both to its own nature and 
to the world. This book,by the novelist Robert Raynolds, is like none of these. Here 
we learn to know love as wise and warm, holy and human, the road to true freedom and 
the pathway to God. Any reader who opens the book at alrost any page will find some- 
thing which speaks to his "condition", evoking response from his own life and thought, 
Says the author, "This book bears witness to the meaning of a man's life lived in 
communion with earth, with people, and with God.” There are six “books” within this 
one book, "The Common Sense of Love", "The Wisdom of Love", "The Enemies of love”, 
"The Choice of Love", "The Small Parish of Love", (married love), and "The Divine 
Wonder of Love". It would make a most appropriate gift at any time, and the best 
possible wedding gift imaginable. (7/22. 10:59-10338) 


Raynolds, Robert 


Catholic Books 
Reported by Professor Bernard Gilligan 


Brother Francis Patrick- Fd. Bruce 
AS STARS FOR ALL ETERNITY $4.00 


DR The 52 Meditations for Teachers included in this book represent the 
spiritual and pedagogical tradition of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, more 
commonly known as the Christian Brothers. The meditations are developed in formal 
terms of "Considerations" followed by "Applications". They are serviceable for 
Catholic teachers and parents of children of elementary and high school age. The 
topics range from the most general to the more particular. Emphasis is placed on the 
perfect wedding of personal spirituality and one's vocation as a Christian teacher. 

The religious and moral virtues required for effective education of the young are 
stressed more than are the intellectual, and it is principally in connection with the 
religious and moral training of his pupils that the teacher's character and motiva- 
tions are worked upon in the content of the meditations. The style is undistinguished, 
except for the quotations from Scripture and from other important sources. The 
"Considerations aim to relate the spiritual life intimately with the teaching vocation, 
to provide a basis for the teacher's activity to represent an overflow of his personal 
spirituality. The "Applications" are always directed to individual examinations of 
conscience or resolutions connected with one's spiritual progress or failure as mani- 
fested in his dealings with his pupils. Given a native talent, intellectual ability 
and solid learning, he should be growing in stature as a teacher, and making progress 
in his own spiritual development. Imprimatur. (July) 
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Dachauer, Alban J., S.J. Bruce 
THE SACRED HEART $5.00 


In May 1956 Pope Pius XII issued his famous encyclical, Haurietis Aquas, on 
the subject of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This volume contains an introduction 
and commentary, followed by the English text of the encyclical. The introduction and 
commentary serve to locate the encyclical historically and theologically with regard to 
previous pronouncements and devotional developments, to make clear the logical order 
employed by the Pope, to give fuller contexts for the scriptural references made in the 
text, to stress the precise value and significance of the doctrine it teaches, to para- 
phrase the separate paragraphs and to supply useful collateral information. The author 
establishes that the encyclical "contains...a complete Christological treatise, and all 
the fundamental principles of the spiritual life." No Catholic should have to be urged 
to read the encyclical itself, wherein the true nature of devotion to the Sacred Heart 
as rooted in Scripture, tradition and the liturgy is set in opposition to various modern 
objections raised against it and to the sentimental abuses of the devotion as well, that 
serve only to debase the devotion and bring it into disrepute. The commentary is useful 
for classroom and study-club purposes. It can profitably be used by the general reader 
who for one reason or another feels he needs a guide to the reading of the official docu- 
ment itself. The commentary aims more at clarifying, expanding and emphasizing than at 
deepening and developing the theological implications of the papal text. Imprimatur. 
(7/22) 

Ellis, John Tracy ' Bruce 

A GUIDE TO AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORY $ 2? 


* This is a comprehensive annotated bibliography of American Catholic history 

prepared by a Professor of Church History at Catholic University whose foremost reputa- 

~ tion for scholarship is unquestionable. Superseding his previous compilations, it will 
probably be recognized as the present indispensable guide for all students of American ® 
Catholic history. It:contains 792 items arranged under the general headings of Guides, 
Manuscript Depositories, General Works, Studies in Diocesan, Sectional and Parish History, 
Biographies, Correspondence and Memoirs, Religious Communities, Education, Special Studies, 
Periodicals, Historical Societies. Introductory notes indicate areas under the separate 
categories wherein further research and writing have still to be done. All scholarly 
libraries, and every professor and student of American and American Catholic history should 
be in possession of this useful guide. Index. Imprimatur. (8/2) 


Kelly, Mary Ellen Bruce 
BUT WITH THE DAWN, REJOICING $3.50 


This is the autobiography of an otherwise normal American girl who, all her 
life, has been an invalid suffering from rheumatoid arthritis. It is a journalistic 
account of her gradual spiritual acceptance of her incurable affliction, her loneliness 
and frustration, written for the encouragement and edification of others like her. It 
publicizes the Sodality she inaugurated for invalids and shut-ins, which now numbers 2500 
sick and disabled, of different colors, creeds and conditions of life. She edits a 
paper in connection with the Sodality and writes frequently for various periodicals in 
spite of the physical difficulty she experiences in doing so. Invalids and people who 
care for them might be happy to know about this book and the Sodality it speaks of. It 
will acquaint shut-ins with ways to overcome their depression and sense of uselessness. 
Among other things, it recommends meditation and the hope of leading a contemplative 
life. Imprimatur. (7/15) 
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Nevin, Winifred Bruce 
HEIRS OF ST. TERESA OF AVILA $3.50 


After the death of Madre Teresa in the 16th century, the fortunes of the 
Discalced Carmelites and the spread of her Reform rested on the shoulders of six of 
her close associates, three men and three women. This book is a brief, interesting 
historical and psychological study of the intriguing personalities and stormy rela- 
tionships of these religious superiors, viewed against the background of some of the 
development of the Reform in Spain, Portugal, France and Flanders. The weak and 
seriously wronged Jerome Gracian comes out in sharp contrast to his strong-willed 
opponent, Nicholas Doria. The long suffering mystic, St. John of the Cross, towers 
over both by his sanctity. In relation to these three stand the women, the much- 
maligned Maria de San Jose, the intelligent, proud Ann of Jesus, and the sweet, 
saintly Annof St. Bartholomew. Each was an individualist in an age and country of 
individualists. Each made a contribution of importance to the highly influential and 
controversial religious institution founded by St. Teresa. They were deeply involved 
with the leading prelates and members of the Court, and embroiled among themselves. 
In spite of all this, the Reform prospered and spread. One serious defect stands out, 
due in part to the surprising ignorance in America of the facts and achievements of 
St. Teresa, and that is the lack of any factual background on the saint herself. The 
author has assumed that others are as well informed as she is, with her scholarly and 
impeccable sources duly recorded. Imprimatur. (8/7) 


Ricciotti, Giuseppe Bruce 
THE AGE OF MARTYRS $5.00 


* The last and most cruel of Roman persecutions against the Christians oc- 
curred during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian. Hence the appellation, "The Age 
of Martyrs" to refer to the period from Diocletian to Constantine. It is with this 
period in the history of Christianity that the present work deals. It considers more 
than the persecutions, however, going into the political and cultural background of 
the times and, as far as Christianity is concerned, also devoting considerable space 
to the Donatist: and Arian heresies. It aims to give an over-all account of the period 
with complete scientific objectivity. The author, a renowned Italian Scripture scholar 
and Church historian, calls his work a critical narrative. As such, it is eminently 
successful. The complexities of personalities and events unfold with remarkable 
lucidity, masking the laborious and erudite efforts required for such an accurate and 
objective presentation. The personalities of Diocletian, Constantine and other 
important Roman rulers are analyzed impartially, and the Christian scene is depicted 
as it truly was. The situation was by no means the simple one of a Church of saints 
being persecuted by the cohorts of the devil. Fictitious martyrs and fictional 
anecdotes are labelled as such in this book. Corruption as well as sanctity, traitors 
and weak Christians as well as holy confessors are all brought into the author's 
picture. The book is intended for historians and generally informed people. No 
footnotes are employed, but an annotated list of sources is included. It is clear 
that only the most reliable documents have been drawn on. For a work involving such 
scholarship and requiring the exercise of great critical acumen, the whole proves to 
be both intensely interesting and readable. The orderly arrangement of the copious 
and complex material is deserving of the highest praise. Index. I[mprimatur. (7/2 
LC:59-10532) 


Aradi, Zsoldt; Tucek, James I.; Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
and O'Neill, J. c. $4.95 
POPE JOHN XXIII : 


There is already a plethora of biographies of the present Pope, many of 
them "quickies" intended to capture the current news value. Such is not the case in 
this thoughtful, scholarly and authoritative book. While intended for the general 
reader, it is not a "popular" biography. Great care was exercised in securing 
reliable primary sources, and to present a serious, objective account of the Pope's 
life, from his boyhood days on to the present. The portrait of a serious and 
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believably saintly man emerges, while his wit, his love of people and of art, and the 

very human personality are not minimized. A greater historical dimension than has so 

far been recognized emerges from this handling of the material:- his twenty years spent © 
in the Byzantine world make understandable the reasons for his ecumenical hopes and 

concern; the discussion of his role in the worker-priest controversy in France sheds 

further light on his character; the political and ecclesiastical background places him in 

the overall scene. Readers of earlier biographies will find that this adds materially to 

their knowledge. A Bibliography and an annotated list of Popes and anti-Popes named John 

are included. Imprimatur. (7/? LC:59-9172) 


S.M.C. . : Kenedy 
; STORM OUT OF CORNWALL $3.75 


S.M.C. is the English Dominican author of Brother Petroc’s Return and other 
fairly well-known novels. The present work is a short historical. novel built around the 
little known “Prayer-Book Rebellion" led by the spirited commoners of Cornwall in 15h9 
when the English Crown forbade them the Mass and ordered the Prayer Book substituted for 
the. Missal. This is not a great novel, but it would not be correct to call it mediocre 
either. It is generally well written, although at times the dialogue gives the impression 
that the characters have the reader in mind, so explicit are they about matters only the 
reader has to know. There is a good deal of local color in the novel, and the author has 
captured the true spirit of the people and the times about which she writes. The main 
character is a pathetic youngster starved for the affection and recognition his mother, a 
local “healer", denies him. In his fear, including his fear of God and the Virgin Mary, 
he runs away when it becomes clear that an uprising is in progress. In the end, he has 
the chance to show himself a true son of Cornwall. His religious and moral transformation 
is brought about through his sense of being accepted by some of the important leaders of 
the rebellion. The experiences of the boy and the developnient of the theme of the intimate 
connection between natural and religious sentiment are the best elements in the story. @® 
Imprimatur. (6/25. 10:59-8h41) 


Ong, Walter J., S.J. Macmillan 
AMERICAN CATHOLIC CROSSROADS $3.50 


* The author's successful Frontiers in American Catholicism ig here being followed 
up by a series of essays whose common subject is "Religious-Secular Encounters in the 
Modern World". Penetrating analyses and constructive criticism are directed toward such 
topics as “The Church and Cosmic History", "Religious-Secular Dialogue in a Pluralist 
Society", "Father Hecker and the American Situation", "Secular Knowledge and Revealed 
Religion", “Research and American Catholic Education", and "The Apostolate of Secular Arts 
and Sciences". The author's customary preoccupation with concrete rather than abstract 
problems, his scholarly objectivity, profound reflectiveness,; balanced judgment and pro- 
gressive approach are consistently maintained throughout. The importance of historical 
awareness and of honest intellectual commitment to the secular arts and sciences for their 
own sake are persistent themes underlying the general discussion of the relationship of 
the Catholic to secular society. Among other things, Father Ong points out that the 
Catholic must be present in the modern world not only with a sense of political, but also 
of cosmic history. He suggests that, in this age of communication and dialogue, Church- 
State relations be considered in the light of an analogy with a discussion between two 
persons. The term, "Catholic", is seen as implying more of an expansive than an acquisi- 
tive universalism. Revelation is viewed as conditioned in its understanding by historical 
"thought models" borrowed from developments in the secular sciences. The necessity of re- 
search for the teacher in Catholic schools of higher learning is insisted upon. It is 
impossible to detail here the wealth of illustrations, observations, explanations and 
arguments adduced in support of the points made in this book. All who are seriously @ 
interested in the concrete relations between religion, culture and secular society should 4 
find the reading of these essays an exceptionally stimulating experience. Imprimatur. 
(Publ. 16:59-7973) 





